
Dear priests, deacons, religious brothers and sisters, pastoral
associates, staff of offices, and agencies of the archdiocese,

On behalf of Archbishop Philip Wilson, I would like to wish you all a
happy New Year.

We are looking to the coming months with a sense of hope and pray
that 2007 will be a successful and fulfilling year for you and your
families.

I am pleased to announce that Annette Fidge has been appointed to
the substantive position of Director of Strategic Financial Services.
Annette brings to this role a great deal of experience in business and
financial management and in leadership of complex organisations. I
congratulate Annette and look forward to her ongoing work with us.

Later this month we will recognise those who have made an
outstanding contribution to South Australia. Past recipients of Australia
Day and QueenÕs Birthday honours will be among those celebrating
Mass on January 26 at St Francis XavierÕs Cathedral.

The Australia Day Mass is a chance for us all to reflect on what it
means to be Australian but also to recognise those who have dedicated
their lives to serving the community, the Church and the nation Ð in
many different ways. Their hardwork and valid contributions are an
example to all. 

I would also like to take this opportunity to welcome the opening of
Galilee Catholic School at Aldinga on January 29. The R-7 School is a
great sign of hope in AdelaideÕs South and I look forward to watching
it grow. I also congratulate all those involved in the development of the
Nazareth Catholic Community, including Nazareth Catholic College
which also formally begins its life as a community on January 29.

We pray that the Holy Spirit will continue to bless these communities
and the Archdiocese of Adelaide throughout the year ahead.

Yours sincerely, 

Monsignor David Cappo
Vicar-General
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Coming events

St Francis XavierÕs Cathedral

¥ Friday 26Ñ Australia DayÑ
(public holiday). Mass 8.30am
St Francis Xavier's Cathedral.

Dates to remember

¥ January 29Ð School Term I
commences.



Interim arrangements for Elizabeth North 
and South pari shes

Father Mark Sexton has been confirmed as assuming
responsibil i ties of Parish Priest for both parishes of
Elizabeth South and Elizabeth North during Father Peter
D u n n Õs absence. This appointment wil l be reviewed at the
end of March 2007. We thank Father Mark for his
assistance and pray for Father Peter Dunn at this time.

From January 17, 2007 all correspondence or parcels
should be addressed to the office at 19 Laverstock Road,
Elizabeth North, SA5 113. The office phone number is
8255 1191 and fax 8287 4402. Please adjust your records
to avoid confusion.

L e c t u re r in Moral Theology Ð Father L a u r i e
McNamara CM

Father Laurie McNamara wi l l  take up a ful l  time
appointment as Moral Theologian and Lecturer at the
Catholic Theological College later this month.

Father Laurie will reside at the Hallett Cove presbytery
as Priest in Residence and wil l be available to assist with
Masses in the Brighton and Hallett Cove parishes.

We are delighted to welcome Father Laurie back to the
Archdiocese and pray that his ministry at the college and
the parishes of Brighton and Hallett Cove wil l be blessed.
We thank Vincentian fathers and Father Laurie for
agreeing to this appointment.

Brand new website, stationery

February 5 is the official launch day for the brand new
archdiocesan website. The much-needed new site Ð at
w w w. a d e l a i d e . c a t h o l i c . o rg.au Ð has come together after
months of diligent work by coordinator Con Klestinis and
members of staff from all of our agencies. A big thankyou
to all  of those who have played a part thus far. 

The modern website is a wonderful window for the
world to look in on the Archdiocese of Adelaide. It wil l
provide a wealth of interesting information about every
aspect of Catholic life here, important news as it happens
and vital online services.

At about the same time, a new range of diocesan
stationery Ð letterheads, business cards etc. featuring the
diocesan coat of arms Ð wil l come into formal use. More
detai l s on how thi s range wi l l  be di stri buted and
guidelines on its proper use wil l  be circulated in the
coming weeks.

Religion in a Secular Age: Conference with
Charl es Ta y l o r

Well renowned academic Charles Taylor wil l  visit
Adelaide later this year. He will head up a conference
from December 11-14 on the theme ÒRel igion in a
Secular AgeÓ, also the title of CharlesÕupcoming book
(Harvard 2007). Topics for discussion at the conference
include the place for rel igion in the West today and
contemporary forms of religious practice.

The conference is being sponsored by the Catholic
Archdiocese of Adelaide, Catholic Theological College,
Flinders University and Centre for Science, Theology and
Culture. It is expected that academics from Australia and
overseas wi l l  attend and information regarding
registration, cost and venue wil l  be forwarded to all
c l e rgy and laity under separate cover.

For further information contact Father James McEvoy
at Cathol i c Theological  Col lege
j a m e s . m c e v o y @ f l i n d e r s . e d u . a u

I am pleased to announce that Kathy Grieve has been
appointed to the position of Manager of OHSW for the
Exempt Licence. I  would l ike to thank her for the
excellent work she has undertaken in the months that she
has been in the acting posi ti on of  Manager and
congratulate her on her appointment. I look forward to
our work together in 2007 as we continue our eff e c t i v e
progress with health and safety. 

Annual Austral ia Day Mass

Al l  clergy should have received the noti ce from
M r John Luttrell on the Annual Australia Day Mass to be
held at St Francis X avierÕs Cathedral  on Friday
J a n u a r y26, 2007 at 8.30am. Could you please use the
reply form at the bottom of Mr LuttrellÕs letter to respond
if you intend to concelebrate at this Mass.

THE CDF wish to advise that from January 3, 2007
there wil l be a change in the hours of the counter will be
operating. The new opening hours will  be Monday to
Friday 10 am to 2 pm.

CLERGY MATTERS COMING EVENTS

NEW APPOINTMENT

ANNUAL CELEBRA TIONS
OTHER NEWS

CDF BANKING HOURS



Three new projects commence this year: the Gali lee
Catholic Community at Aldinga; the Nazareth Catholic
Community and the Australian Technical College Ð
Northern Adelaide which opens next month.

Congratulations are extended to all who have been
involved in moving these projects to their commencement
over the past two-year period. Each, in its own way, will
reflect deeply the Diocesan vision for a family-centred
Church in a wide range of initiatives and directions that
wil l emerge into the years ahead. 

Two signif icant areas of work this year in Catholic
education wil l be a continuing focus on preschool and
early years support to families.The bi-annual SA C a t h o l i c
Education Conference will also be held this year.

Many wil l also have read of the ÔchaplaincyÕinitiative of
the Australian Government. We have begun work on this
program to examine how we can best maximise our
participation and will circulate further information shortly.

A message from His Holiness Pope Benedict XVI for
the 15th World Day of the Sick in Seoul , Korea on
February 11 .

Dear Brothers and Sisters, 
On 11 February 2007, when the Church keeps the

l i t u rgical memorial of Our Lady of Lourdes, the Fifteenth
World Day of the Sick will be celebrated in Seoul, Korea.
A number of meetings, conferences, pastoral gatherings
and l i turgi cal  celebrations wi l l  take place wi th
representatives of the Church in Korea, heal th care
personnel, the sick and their famili es. Once again the
Church turns her eyes to those who suffer and calls
attention to the incurably ill,  many of whom are dying
from terminal diseases. They are found on every continent,
particularly in places where poverty and hardship cause
immense misery and grief. Conscious of these sufferings, I
will  be spiritually present at the World Day of the Sick,
united with those meeting to discuss the pli ght of the
incurably ill in our world and encouraging the efforts of
Christian communities in their witness to the Lord?s
tenderness and mercy.

Sickness inevitably brings with it a moment of crisis and
sober confrontation with oneÕs own personal situation.
Advances in the health sciences often provide the means
necessary to meet this challenge, at least with regard to its
physical aspects. Human l i fe, however, has intrinsic
limitations, and sooner or later it ends in death. This is an
experience to which each human being is called, and one
for which he or she must be prepared. Despi te the
advances of science, a cure cannot be found for every
i l lness, and thus, in hospi tals, hospices and homes
throughout the world we encounter the sufferings of our
many brothers and sisters who are incurably and often

terminally ill. In addition, many millions of people in our
world stil l experience insanitary living conditions and lack
access to much-needed medical resources, often of the
most basic kind, with the result that the number of human
beings considered incurable is greatly increased.

The Church wishes to support the incurably and
terminally ill  by calling for just social policies which can
help to eli minate the causes of many diseases and by
u rging improved care for the dying and those for whom no
medical remedy is available. There is a need to promote
policies which create conditions where human beings can
bear even incurable i ll nesses and death in a dignified
m a n n e r. Here it is necessary to stress once again the need
for more palliative care centres which provide integral
care, offering the sick the human assistance and spiritual
accompaniment they need. This is a right belonging to
every human being, one which we must all be committed
to defend.

Here I would like to encourage the efforts of those who
work daily to ensure that the incurably and terminally ill,
together with their famil ies, receive adequate and loving
care. The Church, foll owing the example of the Good
Samaritan, has always shown particular concern for the
infirm. Through her individual members and institutions,
she continues to stand alongside the suffering and to attend
the dying, striving to preserve their digni ty at these
signif icant moments of human existence. Many such
individuals Ð health care professionals, pastoral agents and
volunteers Ð and insti tutions throughout the world are
tirelessly serving the sick, in hospitals and in palliative
care units, on city streets, in housing projects and parishes.

I now turn to you, my dear brothers and sisters suff e r i n g
from incurable and terminal diseases. I encourage you to
contemplate the sufferings of Christ crucif ied, and, in
union with him, to turn to the Father with complete trust
that all  life, and your lives in particular, are in his hands.
Trust that your sufferings, united to those of Christ, wil l
prove fruitful for the needs of the Church and the world. I
ask the Lord to strengthen your faith in his love, especially
during these trials that you are experiencing. It is my hope
that, wherever you are, you will always find the spiritual
encouragement and strength needed to nourish your faith
and bring you closer to the Father of Life. Through her
priests and pastoral workers, the Church wishes to assist
you and stand at your side, helping you in your hour of
need, and thus making present Christ?s own loving mercy
towards those who suff e r.

In conclusion, I ask ecclesial communities throughout the
world, and particularly those dedicated to the service of the
inf i rm, to continue, wi th the help of  Mary, Salus
Infirmorum, to bear effective witness to the loving concern
of God our Father. May the Blessed Vi rgin, our Mother,
comfort those who are ill and sustain all who have devoted
their lives, as Good Samaritans, to healing the physical and
spiritual wounds of those who suff e r. United to each of you
in thought and prayer, I cordially impart my A p o s t o l i c
Blessing as a pledge of strength and peace in the Lord.
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